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lived on only as Mysteries and little local customs. Stoicism was gradually working towards a social reformation ; but it did not, in the first century, extend much beyond a very limited class composed of the most cultivated persons. Perhaps the least familiar part of the seventeenth chapter, on the religious legislation of the time, is all that refers to the little clubs or companies known as Collegia in the Roman world. At Rome only the very poorest of the people, the Tenuiores, were allowed to associate in this way, and they only for the purpose of defraying the cost of funeral rites. That is why Christianity, for a long time, presented itself to the eyes of the Romans as an association connected with sepulture, and why the first Christian sanctuaries were the tombs of the martyrs. As soon as it began to be seen to be something more than this, it excited alarm and provoked severities. Very important, too, are the pages of chapter xix., which set forth the truth that although Christianity had its rise in the very lowest quarters of cities, such as Antioch and Rome, there was not anything like the difference of intellectual level that now exists between the upper and lower classes. There were a very few educated and enlightened people, but nothing at all corresponding to the intelligent bourgeoisie